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Parent Ready Readers


Keeping in touch…








…by phone, mail, e-mail, Skype or social network sites provides many opportunities for young children to develop literacy and numeracy skills.  This activity provides real-life chances for speaking, listening, reading and writing.





Sharing ideas is the basis for all communication.  Talking with others about things that have happened, asking and answering questions are skills that will assist children to become good readers and writers.





Let you child see you writing on a regular basis.  It may be something as simple as a shopping list or a form that needs completing.  Talk to them about what you are writing.  It will encourage them to do it themselves.  This can be print based or electronic.





Sort mail into different piles – bills, letters, junk mail etc.  Junk mail contains many symbols that children learn to recognise easily.  Take the catalogue with you when next you shop and match the brands and prices.











The ideas on this poster are some of the many things that parents do with children every day when keeping in touch.


Looking, talking and doing things with your child does make a difference to their understanding of words and numbers








Ideas





Planning with your child the best time to contact someone via the phone or electronically (e.g. Skype).


Making a list of things you want to say or questions you want to ask before you contact them.


Researching telephone numbers, addresses and postcodes using phone books or the internet.


Providing opportunities for children to dial phone numbers.


Having paper by the phone to write or draw messages.


Providing reasons for your child to ring , write or e-mail – invitations, letters or cards to family and friends.  “It’s Nana’s and Pop’s anniversary on the weekend.  Could you contact Aunty Ruth to find out if anything has been planned.”


Composing an email to friends and family.





Using a calendar when responding to invitations.  “What day is it on the fourth?  Let’s see.  It’s a Friday.  Do we have anything on that day?  No.  We had better contact Lee to let him know that we will come.”


Choosing envelopes that match the size and shape of the things to be sent.


Uploading photos to send to friends or family via email or social networking sites. 


Writing a formal invitation and rewriting it as an email or turning it into a Facebook invite.


Logging onto the internet to send, sort and return e-mail messages.
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