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Talking about hot and cold water.  “We’ll have to be careful not to put too much hot water in.  Do you know which colour is on the cold tap?”


Asking children to guess how hot water is made hot.


Talking about volume and quantity – more, less, full, empty, half, litres.  “the shampoo bottle is nearly empty.  We’ll have to buy a bigger one next time.”


Collecting things from inside and outside and guessing whether they will float or sink.


Watching is things float or sink and talking about why some heavy things sink and some light things float.


Trapping air in a cup and trying to get it to stay under water.


Making swirling patterns in the water and watching the water carry objects around.


Dropping things in the water and watching the ripples spread.


Making small boats and sailing them in the bath.





…is a wonderful time for developing literacy and numeracy skills together.  As many children respond to the calm and soothing effect of water, bathtime play provides the opportunity to discuss and explore lots of mathematical words and ideas, for example more/less, full/empty, big/little, wide/narrow.





Children love to test whether things float or sink, how air escapes from bottles when held under water and why the water level goes up when they step into the bath.  As you talk about these things with your child, early mathematical and scientific understandings begin to develop.











Asking children what they hear under the water and what it sounds like.


Reading plastic books in the bath.


Playing with containers, jugs and funnels and talking about their size and shape.


Fishing for things on the bottom of the bath, pointing out how they look different under water.


Making bubbles and watching them float, fall and pop.


Searching for items under the water by feeling the shape.


Soaking up water with a sponge or washer.


Talking about where we get water, how we use it and what happens to it when we empty the bathtub.  “Can you hear the noise as the water goes down the drain?  I wonder where it goes?  I wonder what happens to all of that soap?”


Looking at the swirling patters as the water disappears down the drain.


Talking about how it feels to sit in the water and have it run over them.








Ideas
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The ideas on this poster are some of the many things that parents do with children at bath time.


Looking, talking and doing things with your child does make a difference to their understanding of words and numbers





Parent Ready Readers


Bath time…











