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Parent Ready Readers


Visiting friends…








…is fun.  It also provides children with great opportunities  to learn about numbers and words.





Encourage children to become involved in all of those things that happen when visiting friends.





Looking at the calendar together to decide on a suitable date is a terrific way to explore the everyday use of mathematics. Contacting friends vie phone or email to see if they are free on the date chosen uses communication and organisational skills.  Talking about the visit after it has happened allows children to remember details about things that occurred and the order of the events.  This skill is important when learning to read and write.





The ideas on this poster are some of the many things that parents do with children when visiting friends.


Looking, talking and doing things with your child does make a difference to their understanding of words and numbers








Ideas





Using a calendar to mark the date and talking about how long till the next visit.


Recording the date and counting the days to the visit.


Talking about the visit.  “How many days to go until we visit?”  “Do you remember where they live?”  “I wonder who will be there?”


Looking up electronic maps or a street directory.


Planning what needs to be taken and how best to get there.


Looking at a bus or train timetable (printed or electronic).


Deciding when you need to leave and the time needed to travel there.


Cooking a surprise treat and talking about the amount you will need to take.


Predicting the weather and choosing the clothes you will wear.


Talking about the route as you are walking, riding or driving – left, right, behind, near.





Looking at the numbers on the letter boxes.


Measuring the distance on the car’s speedo.


Looking for places of interest on the way so that you can find them on the way back.


Taking photos – it’s a great way to remember the visit.


Sorting the photos taken and placing them in order of when things happened.


Incorporating photos into digital slideshows (e.g. PowerPoint, Photo Story) or online albums (e.g. Facebook, Flickr) to tell a story.


Talking about the visit and the things that were of interest.  “Wasn’t that a surprise when it started to rain?”


Writing a thank-you note together and send it via mail or internet (e.g. e-mail, Facebook).


Making a picture book and sharing it with others.


Talking about possible future visits.  “Perhaps we’ll be able to visit again after Easter.”
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